her writing or dictating, &, when I so
readily relinquished all letters of living
persons, he might be sure that I shou'd
show nothing that woud hurt anybody, &
am as little likely to occasion any reflexion on
my dear friend for having left them to me.
I beg you will mention this civilly to the
Prince, and that I shou'd be hurt at having
it supposed, with my extreme regard for
Mad. du Deffand, that I shou'd let any
such thing appear. I do not care to write
to him myself as I shou'd conceal but ill
how much such a paragraph wounds me. I
pique myself on my tenderness for her, &
the Prince affects to act it for me, &
sends back my own words as a sop to quiet
me. I have seen the portraits & cha-
racters over & over [again]; and, as she
chose I shou'd have them, I shall never
give my consent to relinquishing them; &
they are certainly less liable to be seen in
England, where they excite no curiosity,
than in Prance. He says too she gave him
leave to have copies of what he pleased.
In that case, I may bid adieu to your bring-
ing them over! You may guess what Ire gone : but
